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There must be a General 
Election before 28th January 
2025 – key possibles are July 
or November 2024



Manifesto 2019



Devolution 
• General Elections are usually fought on UK wide issues.

• If current polling is correct, Labour could well gain seats in Scotland (helped by 
recent SNP problems), the Senedd is already controlled by Labour (with help from 
Plaid) & Northern Ireland has no current functioning Assembly

• Social work legislation is devolved…so a change at Westminster doesn’t change 
social work legislation in Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales …but DOES effect 
England.

• BUT - where there is increased funding in England, this will trigger the Barnett 
Formula allocation and will result in increased funding for devolved nations 



What will a new Government inherit? 

• If elected, Labour will be inheriting a major mess – huge demand from the 
public to tackle lots of issue at once – healthcare, cost of living, over-
stretched local authorities, immigration, job creation, housing

• Plus - the financial debts left by Covid
• Plus - extra unexpected new bills – Defence / Ukraine
• Plus - low / no economic growth – fewer businesses to provide tax income 

and fewer jobs
• Taxing the rich won’t fix the public finance – too few of them!
• Major cynicism about politics having the potential to be a force for good 

(Partygate, sex and money scandals, Truss, Covid Inquiry etc etc)



It’s not just about legislation

• There are only about 150 sitting days per year in Parliament – and 
some of those won’t be allocated for government legislation

• Only the biggest priorities will get legislative time (especially in the 
early years)

• We think for us most changes will happen at policy level –  so our 
relationship with civil servants is equally as important 



Keeping social work as the focus 

• We support policies not parties
• This is not about our own political views and priorities (important though 

they are) - its about the needs of social work and social work service users.
• With 22,000 members BASW spans a range of political views - so the need 

not be side-tracked by niche issues 
• Our area of expertise and mandate is social work practice. 
• For many politicians social work is a niche issue (everyone has been to a 

school or used the NHS - relatively few have had  a social worker) so the 
need to constantly explain to politicians in plain English why what we do is 
essential and that this is based in law and isn’t an optional extra.

• If there is a Labour victory, there will be many MPs who have a lot to learn.



BASW 2024/5 Election Manifesto

• Created with BASW members through working with SIGs, committees 
and thematic groups 

•  Brings together already-established policy positions within BASW 
that are the responsibility of Westminster into one document 

• 40 asks that we will campaign on ahead of – and after – the General 
Election 

• We are not limited to these 40 asks – we can adopt new ones as 
BASW committees and groups identify ways forward to address issues 
in social work



After the election 

• Work with new politicians, governments, civil servants 
• Empower our membership to advocate for their interests, both 

personally and professionally 
• For example, students – unique obstacles such as bursaries and 

increased pressure RE cost of living – we need to students to make 
sure we’ve captured the voice of the future of the profession 

• Keep an eye on legislative plans by the next Government to see 
where we can identify where we coud have most impact



BASW’s Manifesto 
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