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Dear Jude & Karin, 
 

CHILDREN (SCOTLAND) BILL – STAGE 3 – CHILD WELFARE REPORTERS  

 
Thank you for your letter regarding the Children (Scotland) Bill. I appreciate the concerns 
that you have raised around Child Welfare Reporters and your arguments that all Child 

Welfare Reporters should be social workers.  
 
Section 8 of the Bill establishes a register of Child Welfare Reporters. Individuals would be 
eligible to apply to be on the register if they meet the relevant requirements in relation to 

training and qualifications. Those requirements will be set down in regulations.  There will be 
a full public consultation on the requirements.  My officials will be happy to meet with you 
when we prepare this consultation to discuss how best to ensure that Child Welfare 
Reporters come from a wide spread of professions. 

 
I do have concerns about placing a requirement on the face of the Bill that all Child Welfare 
Reporters should be social workers, for a number of reasons.  
 

I believe that the right mix is a balance between lawyers and non lawyers. I appreciate that 
social workers can bring important skills to the role of Child Welfare Reporter.  This is one of 
the reasons for establishing the register of Child Welfare Reporters and setting eligibility 
criteria.  

 
In my view, the most important factor for any Child Welfare Reporter is that they meet the 
required standards, regardless of their professional background. The key aim is to ensure 
the best possible service is provided, so that children are heard properly and the best 

possible decisions are taken about where a child should live and who they should have 
contact with. 
 
I am also aware that currently 90% of Child Welfare Reporters are lawyers. It would be very 

difficult to lose that pool of expertise by limiting the role to social workers.  
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As noted during the stage 2 debate, producing a Child Welfare Report can be time 
consuming and placing this duty on social workers could have unintended consequences for 
other areas of social work.  
 

Lawyers can bring skills as a Child Welfare Reporter, for example in relation to 
understanding the court process and writing reports. 
 
As indicated above, I would be keen to work with you in establishing the training and 

qualification requirements. My officials have been preparing a guide for children on Child 
Welfare Reporters. I would welcome your views on this draft guide, which is attached.  
 

 
 
       ASH DENHAM 
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