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26/01/17 
 
Dear colleague 
 
I welcome the opportunity to respond to the reform of Adult Care and Support 
Expert Advisory Panel’s call for evidence.  
 
I note the call for evidence paper details various facets of adult social care, namely 
– domiciliary care, residential care, nursing home care, day opportunities, short 
breaks, and provision of equipment. The paper, does not, however, make reference 
to the role social workers play in supporting the provision of social care.  
 
36% of social workers employed by the Health and Social Care Trusts work in 
services associated with adult social care1 and it is essential the reform process 
fully recognises the role these staff play in improving outcomes in the lives of their 
service users. 
 
The call for evidence paper highlights the Advisory Panel has welcomed the 
commitment made in the Health Minister’s vision to tackle issues facing the health 
and social care system and notes the reform of Adult Care and Support is a key 
action in delivery this pledge.  
 
The Minister’s vision also commits to introduce multidisciplinary teams embedded 
around general practice which will include GPs, Pharmacists, District Nurses, 
Health Visitors, Allied Health Professionals and Social Workers. If delivered, the 
introduction of multidisciplinary primary care teams will have an impact on the 
means by which many service users access Adult Social Care. It is important that 
the Expert Panel affords consideration to this aspect of the Minister’s vision in its 
review. 
 

                                                        
1 3820 social workers are employed across the HSC Trusts and HSC Board – 162 Hospital Social 
Workers, 365 Older People’s Social Workers, 211 Physical Disability Social Workers, 245 Learning 
Disability Social Workers, and 384 Mental Health Social Workers (Department of Health HSC 
Workforce Census, March 2016). 



The Minister’s vision also focuses on provision of acute care at home. The 
Minister’s aim is to ensure hospital admissions only in instances where treatment 
can’t be provided in the community, and better integration with social care. NIASW 
welcomes this approach, however, as delivery of acute care in the community is 
implemented there will be a need for the services currently delivered by hospital 
social workers to be replicated in the community context as there will remain a need 
for the provision of care packages for some patients following the cessation of 
treatment and in some instances for the duration of treatment. Again, it is important 
the Expert Panel is cognisant of this aspect of the Ministers vision and its potential 
impact on social work and social care provision.  
 
I would welcome the opportunity to meet with the Expert Panel to explore these 
issues and discuss in detail the role of social workers in supporting the provision of 
social care in Northern Ireland.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Carolyn Ewart 
NIASW Country Manager  

   
 
   
 


