
workers chosen by BASW members later this
year (their list may differ slightly as it will only
feature people who are deceased).

Cynthia Franklin, Editor-in-Chief of The
Encyclopedia of Social Work, said: “Thanks to
this collaboration with BASW, the Encyclopedia
of Social Work is moving beyond its American
roots to include relevant information for social
workers in the UK.

“There is no doubt that the Encyclopedia of
Social Work is becoming a global resource for
social workers and partnerships with social
workers in other countries are expanding the
contents. This is an important development and
it is strengthening the knowledge in our
profession here is the US and abroad.” 

BASW member Raymond Taylor, who sits on
the Encyclopedia’s International Advisory Board,
said the collaboration represented a genuine
opportunity for BASW members to guide the
editorial content of an influential reference tool.

“This is our chance to speak up for social work
in the UK and tell the world who we believe the
heroes and heroines of our profession to be.
The crowdsourcing approach means BASW
members will be able to influence and shape
something that will be seen around the world. I
urge everyone to email editor@basw.co.uk with
your responses. And don’t forget to tell us your
social work saints and sinners too!”

heroes

ocial workers are more used to
reading negative headlines about
the ‘villains’ of their profession
than their heroes. Thankfully,
though, the tide is turning, with

politicians and celebrities increasingly speaking
out in support of social workers and the media
starting to adopt a different narrative, one that
recognises the challenges of the role.

As such, there’s never been a better time for
social work to take the initiative and start telling
its own good news stories to the world, which is
why PSW, in collaboration with the
Encyclopedia of Social Work, is asking BASW
members to identify the heroes and heroines of
the profession. We want you to tell us the one
person that you believe has had the greatest
impact on social work in the UK. They don’t
have to be a social worker – as the examples on
the following pages illustrate – they can be
people from any field who have had an impact
on the profession and its values. They may be
academics, politicians or artists as well as those
that have practiced on the front line.

Biographies of your top five will be featured
in the Encyclopedia of Social Work, a US-based
international resource for students, scholars and
practitioners published by the Oxford University
Press and the National Association of Social
Workers Press.

S

In a more light-hearted vein, we’re also asking
you to tell us which famous person you believe
would make the best and the worst social
worker? Though a bit of fun, your answers are
also likely to provide a good insight into the
qualities needed to succeed in the profession.

Your top five most influential social workers –
along with your best and worst fantasy social
workers – will be profiled in the summer double
issue of PSW. The Encyclopedia of Social Work
will also publish the most influential social
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Q1: Who has had the
biggest impact on social
work in the UK?

Q2: Which famous person
would make the best social
worker?

Q3: Which famous person
would make the worst
social worker?
Email answers to: editor@basw.co.uk

Searching for the

of social work
Every profession has its heroes and heroines. And social work, with its focus on helping the most
vulnerable, should have more than most. This month, PSW is asking BASW members to help find
the UK’s most influential social workers to be immortalised in the Encyclopedia of Social Work.
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A mother who fought for justice Acted to stop
children dying

Thomas Coram
A successful 17th Century shipwright and sailor,

Thomas retired to England after a life’s work in
the New World of America. Appalled by the
discarded and dying children in the streets of
London, he campaigned for the establishment of
the Foundling Hospital. The hospital was the first
of many created for the “maintenance and
education of exposed and deserted young
children”.

Charles James Dalrymple Shaw, Baron
Kilbrandon
A Scottish judge and life peer, his most

important contributions to social work was his
leadership of the group which produced the
1964 Kilbrandon Report and the formation of
the Children’s Hearing system, Scotland’s unique
provision of care and justice for children. Lord
Kilbrandon also chaired the Royal Commission
on the Constitution, which created the systems
and structures for social work services in
Scotland today.

Olive Stevenson
An English social worker and academic, she

held a number of distinguished posts through-
out her career, including Professor of Social
Work at Nottingham University from 1984-1994.
An authoritative writer on both older people
and vulnerable children, she championed
generic social work, emphasising the need to
interpret and implement policy and practice
across the life course and different care settings.

Kay Carmichael
A psychiatric social worker, she studied the

prison system and as an activist and anti-nuclear
peace campaigner against Polaris, she herself
was imprisoned. As a social work academic, she
spent three months incognito in the Glasgow
East End community of Lilybank living on benfits,
which was to form the basis of a BBC TV series.

  

PSW asked BASW managers and Encyclopedia of Social Work Advisory Board member Raymond
Taylor to give us their top five most influential social workers. Email yours to: editor@basw.co.uk

Baroness Doreen
Lawrence
Doreen Lawrence’s

18-year-old son
Stephen was stabbed
to death during a racist
attack. Her
determination to bring
her son’s killers to
justice and to highlight
institutional overt and covert racism, corruption
and collusion has been everlasting. Asked in an
interview why her son’s murder achieved
prominence when the murders of other young
black men, including 15-year-old Rolan Adams,
were forgotten, she replied, “Stephen had me”.  

Anne Williams
Anne Williams lost her 15-year-old son Kevin

in the Hillsborough disaster and in 2006 she

set up Hope For Hillsborough. Anne fought for
social justice, and campaigned for a fresh
inquest following the coroner’s finding of
accidental death. Time and time again her
request for a fresh inquest was rejected by
attorney generals and the European Court of
Human Rights. Following the publication of
The Hillsborough Independent Panel’s report
in 2014, a further appeal by the families of the
victims to quash the verdicts was upheld. Anne
died from cancer in 2013 after fighting for
justice for nearly 25 years. 

Mo Mowlem
Mo Mowlem, former Secretary of State to

Northern Ireland, brokered the Good Friday
Agreement, a major political development in
the Northern Ireland peace process. She
demonstrated courage and determination in
the face of challenge and adversity and the
importance of establishing common ground to
move forward. Her visit to the Maze prison to
meet with republican and loyalist inmates
contributed in securing the peace talks process. 

Charles James Dalrymple Shaw, Baron Kilbrandon
The Kilbrandon Report remains one of the most influential policy

statements on how a society should deal with ‘children in trouble’.
Whether on protection, care, or offence grounds, the overarching
principle is the needs of a child, and how those can best be met. It was
published in 1964, but continues to influence practice and policy today.
For example, the welfare principles that informed the Getting It Right for
Every Child policy were a foundation for the new Children and Young People Act (Scotland). 

Tony Morrison
Tony was a social worker respected for his work on supervision, staff development and

promoting multi-agency and interdisciplinary collaboration. His work on the treatment of
abusers and sexual offenders was groundbreaking, but he is best remembered for his writing and
training on the quality of supervision. His 1993 book Staff Supervision in Social Care remains the
seminal text informing all other work on supporting workers, enabling the two-way process of
critical analysis, reflection and support that helps identify issues which can aid continuous
learning and development. 

Brigid Daniel
Brigid Daniel’s work on attachment, particularly in the area of child neglect and resilience,

continues to develop and inform practice today. Her work on ‘resilience’ is well respected. Briget
describes the three building blocks of resilience: an inner sense of security and attachment, good
self-esteem, and efficacy. A ‘resilience matrix’ which helps identify vulnerability and resilience,
and the protective factors and adversity, is now widely used in children’s services across Scotland. 

Legacy from the 60s lives on

Maris Stratulis
BASW England Manager

Trisha Hall – SASW Manager

Raymond Taylor
Community Social
Work Manager in

North Lanarkshire and
BASW representative
on the Encyclopedia

of Social Work’s
International

Advisory Board
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Campaigner for peace who defied male dominance

At forefront of
global agenda

the inspirationals

Lena Dominelli
Lena is Professor of

Applied Social Sciences
and Head of Social and
Community and Youth
Work at the University
of Durham. She has
been one of the most influential academics in
the fields of sociology, social policy, social work
theory and practice over the past 25 years or
more, putting anti-oppressive, anti-racist and
feminist perspectives at the heart of practice.
Lena helped define the key values and

principles of social work in promoting social
justice and challenging social exclusion. Since
her earlier influential books on Anti-racist
Practice first published in 1988 and Feminist
Social Work Theory and Practice, she has
continued to help shape social work by
questioning its purpose in modern society and
repositioning it in current social contexts.
She has been at the forefront of developing a

global agenda for social work and is currently
the International Association of Schools of Social
Work’s Head of The Climate Change and
Disasters’ Intervention Committee.

Monica McWilliams
Monica McWilliams is an academic, ex-

politician and campaigner who significantly
influenced Northern Ireland society. As
Professor of Women’s Studies at the University
of Ulster, she has published a number of highly
influential papers on domestic violence, prison
reform and conflict. She was awarded the JFK
library Profile in Courage Award for her work
on the peace process in Northern Ireland.
As a political campaigner, she found

Northern Ireland’s male dominated and
sectarian political system lacking and along
with social worker Pearl Sagar, set up the
Northern Ireland Women’s Coalition, which
shunned the old unionist/nationalist debate. 
Following five years in the Northern Ireland

Assembly, Monica became the first ever
Human Rights Commissioner for Northern

Ireland and held the post until returning to
academia in 2011. As Commissioner, she
worked to bring about a Bill of Rights for
Northern Ireland, sadly without success. Her
influence from a feminist, humanist and human
rights perspective has greatly influenced many
social workers here and further afield.

Brian Taylor
Professor Brian Taylor is a name that any

social worker will be familiar with as co-author,
with Toni Devine, of the hugely influential
Assessing need and planning care in social
work. This work has been a cornerstone of
good practice since it was first published in
1993. Brian has a longstanding career as a social
work trainer, practitioner, manager, and before
that as a teacher and youth worker. He is
currently professor at the University of Ulster
with a lead on research. He heads up the
research cluster Decisions, Assessment, Risk
and Evidence Studies and shares learning at the
annual DARE (Decisions, Assessment, Risk &
Evidence in social work) conference. 

David Bamford
Professor David

Bamford led and
authored the
groundbreaking
Bamford Review.
Commenced in 2002
and published in 2007,
this was an
independent and far
reaching analysis of all
aspects of law, policy and provisions which
affected people with mental health needs or a
learning disability in Northern Ireland. The
report presented compelling evidence of the
need for comprehensive reform and
modernisation of services. Sadly, not all his
visionary recommendations have been
enacted. The Bamford Review highlighted the
substantial societal impact of mental ill health,
social stigmatisation, discrimination and the
erosion of fundamental rights and dignity. It has
greatly influenced a whole generation of social
workers across the UK.

John O’Brien
John is an American advocate and pioneer of Person Centred

Planning. His values-based approach for enhancing the life opportunities
of people with disabilities was (and still is) extremely influential and
powerful in my work. 
Having worked with adult people with learning disabilities and a range

of other disabilities for over 30 years, his Five Service Accomplishments
were key to my development. These were community participation, contributing, making
choices, having the dignity of social roles and community presence. 
They encompass the human rights and social justice principles of the BASW Code of Ethics,

which says that everyone has rights and value. While being involved in the development of
person centred planning in Wales, I was very fortunate to meet John during one of his many
visits to the UK. He is a very humble man by nature but this does not detract from the passion he
exudes for human rights.

Dr Neil Thompson
Neil is an internationally renowned Welsh social worker, academic, author and speaker who is

still incredibly influential. He has never forgotten his background in front line childcare services
which influences his thinking and theories. 
There are few social workers in Wales that haven’t heard of him. All post and under-graduate

degree courses in Wales refer to his work in their training. He is particularly known for his work
on promoting equality, effective communication and also grief and its challenges, although he
has written and spoken on a wide range of other social work subjects. Neil would say that he is a
social worker first and foremost.
He is also a BASW member and a BASW Cymru Ambassador who works actively for the

association in Wales, re-inforcing the need for professionalisation through membership of
BASW.

A passion for human rights

Carolyn Ewart
NIASW Manager

Robin Moulster – BASW Cymru Manager
Fran McDonnell

BASW Policy Manager
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