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We have been waiting a long time 

 

• Key issues – impasse over funding and Dilnot 

• Issues to do with funding delayed until next 
CSR, or are they? 

• There are some positives in the White Paper 
and draft Bill on reforming the law for adult 
care and support 



Key proposals 

• Our system of care and support, developed in a 
piecemeal fashion over more than six decades, is 
broken and in desperate need for reform 

• Two core principles: 
– we should do everything we can to prevent, postpone 

and minimise people’s need for formal care and 
support. Care and support should not just be about 
making people comfortable but about helping them to 
fulfil their potential 

– that people should be in control of their own care and 
support 



Demographic context 

• By 2030, population estimates show the number of 
people aged over 85 will be almost twice what it is 
now, and there will be 59,000 people aged over 100 
– five times as many as there are today 

• Over the next 30 years, the number of people living 
with dementia is projected to double, and number of 
younger disabled adults will also rise 

• More than eight out of 10 people aged 65 will need 
some care and support in their later years.  



Statements re present system 

• too often the system only reacts to a crisis 

• people do not have access to good 
information and advice 

• access to care varies across the country and is 
confusing 

• carers have no clear entitlement to support; 

• not all care is good 

• people often feel ‘bounced around 

 



Some proposals 

• New consolidating and improved legislation 

• duty on local authorities to commission and 
provide preventive services in the draft Bill 

• people will have control over their own budget 
and their own care and support plan 

• £200 million over five years, to support the 
development of specialised housing 

• a new national information website and local 
authorities duty to provide info. 



Proposals ctd. 

• introduce a national minimum eligibility 
threshold 2015 (but there are contradictions in the white paper) 

• remove the barriers that can keep people 
from moving to a different local authority area 
(Again mixed messages in the proposals) 

• extend the right to an assessment to all carers 
and introduce a clear entitlement to support  

• set out what people should expect when using 
care and support 

 

 



Other proposals 

• give people access to clear and comparative 
information about the quality of care providers 

• rule out crude ‘contracting by the minute’ 

• continuity for people using care and support, 
should a provider go out of business 

• a new code of conduct and minimum training 
standards for care workers 

• appoint a Chief Social Worker by the end of 2012 



Personal budgets 

• legislate to give people an entitlement to a 
personal budget  

• Pilot the use of direct payments for people 
who have chosen to live in residential care 

• £100 million in 2013/14 and £200 million in 
2014/15 in joint funding between the NHS and 
social care to support better integrated care 
and support 



Empowering workers 

• Local authorities must empower social 
workers and other care workers to encourage 
people to use their skills and talents to help 
them build stronger relationships and 
networks- this has resource implications  

 



Safeguarding 

• Local authorities will be clearly empowered to 
make safeguarding enquiries, and Boards will also 
have a responsibility to carry out safeguarding 
adults reviews – concerns about what this may mean in practice 

• consult specifically on whether a new power 
should be created for local authorities to access 
and see a person who may be at risk of abuse or 
neglect, in cases where the local authority may 
not otherwise be able to carry out a safeguarding 
enquiry – issues of human rights need careful consideration 



Contracting 

• Dialogue that has started between the 
Association of Directors of Adult Social 
Services and care providers around fee levels 
and commissioning practices, particular 
concern re 15 minute home care  



Next steps 

• White paper says they will also create a Care and 
Support Implementation Board 

• Scrutiny of the Bill 

 

• What action can we take? 

• Care and Support Bill Comments by 19th of 
October 

 

• j.godden@basw.co.uk 

 

http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/07/care-and-support-bill-comment-online/
mailto:j.godden@basw.co.uk

