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3 Deprivation in English constituencies, 2015 

Summary 
This paper presents deprivation statistics for parliamentary constituencies in England. 
Estimates have been calculated by the House of Commons Library using data published by 
the Department for Communities and Local Government in the English Indices of 
Deprivation 2015 (largely based on data for 2012/13).  

• There are concentrations of deprivation in the former Metropolitan Counties, coastal 
areas and parts of East London. 

• 356 out of 533 constituencies in England contain at least one small area that is 
among the 10% most deprived in England. 

• Comparing the 2015 figures with the 2010 Indices of Deprivation, constituencies 
that have become relatively more deprived include many constituencies in the East 
of England and Kent, while many constituencies in London are relatively less 
deprived.  

A table published alongside this paper provides data for all English constituencies. The 
Library has also published an online tool which shows how deprivation varies within each 
constituency.  

The CLG report contains extensive analysis of the deprivation data and explains in detail 
how the figures are put together. An interactive map shows data for all LSOAs in England. 
Deprivation data for other parts of the UK are produced by the devolved administrations 
and are not directly comparable. 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/english-indices-of-deprivation-2015
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/english-indices-of-deprivation-2015
http://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-7327/CBP7327.xlsx
https://public.tableau.com/profile/house.of.commons.library.statistics%23!/vizhome/IMD2015_0/Story1
http://dclgapps.communities.gov.uk/imd/idmap.html
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1. Analysing deprivation  
Deprivation statistics in England are produced by bringing together and 
combining a wide range of data for small areas, covering various 
aspects of deprivation. The statistics show relative levels of deprivation 
between areas, indicating whether one area is more or less deprived 
than another.  

Statistics are published by the Department for Communities and Local 
Government (CLG). The latest statistics are the English Indices of 
Deprivation 2015, which are mostly based on data for the year 2012/13. 
The CLG statistical release contains extensive analysis of the deprivation 
data and explains in detail how the figures are put together. 

1.1 Aspects of deprivation 
The Indices of Deprivation are based on a variety of indicators, which 
are organised into seven distinct aspects of deprivation referred to as 
‘domains’. The domains are then combined into an overall deprivation 
measure, called the Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD). The seven 
domains are: 

• Income deprivation 
• Employment deprivation 
• Health Deprivation and Disability 
• Education, Skills and Training Deprivation 
• Crime 
• Barriers to Housing and Services 
• Living Environment Deprivation 

In order to construct the overall Index of Multiple Deprivation, the 
domains are given different weights. The income deprivation and 
employment deprivation domains carry the most weight. The 
component indicators for each domain and the weights used are set out 
in sections 2.5 and 2.6 of the CLG Research Report.1 

Areas can be compared based on their overall level of deprivation as 
measured by the Index of Multiple Deprivation, or by how deprived they 
are on each domain.  

1.2 Small areas 
Statistics are compiled for small areas or neighbourhoods, known as 
Lower-layer Super Output Areas (LSOAs). There are 32,844 LSOAs in 
England (or just over 60 LSOAs on average in each constituency), which 
allows for very detailed geographical analysis. The average population 
per LSOA is around 1,500 people, or 650 households.  

A deprivation ‘score’ is calculated for each LSOA, which then allows 
them to be ranked according to their relative level of deprivation. The 
scores only show how deprived an area is relative to other areas in 

                                                                                               
1  Tom Smith et al, The English Indices of Deprivation 2015: Research report, 

Department for Communities and Local Government, September 2015 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/english-indices-of-deprivation
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/english-indices-of-deprivation
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/464597/English_Indices_of_Deprivation_2015_-_Research_Report.pdf%23page=14
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/464597/English_Indices_of_Deprivation_2015_-_Research_Report.pdf
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England and do not provide a measure of the depth of deprivation.2 
Therefore a large difference in ranks does not necessarily mean a large 
difference in actual levels of deprivation.   

Data for LSOAs can be combined to produce rankings for larger 
geographies. This paper provides data by parliamentary constituency 
and CLG has published estimates for local authorities, local enterprise 
partnerships and clinical commissioning groups.  

The Library has also published an online tool which allows users to see 
data for all LSOAs in their constituency.  

Deprivation and affluence 

The statistics show which areas are more deprived and which are less 
deprived. However, the least deprived areas are not necessarily the most 
affluent: for example, just because a neighbourhood contains very few 
people on low incomes does not mean it contains lots of people on high 
incomes. Similarly, a neighbourhood that is highly deprived may also 
contain pockets of affluence. 

                                                                                               
2  Although the deprivation scores are generally not meaningful in themselves, the 

exceptions are the Income deprivation domain score and the Employment 
deprivation domain score. These may be interpreted as the proportion of the 
relevant population experiencing income deprivation or employment deprivation. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/english-indices-of-deprivation-2015
https://public.tableau.com/profile/house.of.commons.library.statistics%23!/vizhome/IMD2015_0/Story1
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2. Constituency deprivation ranks 
The Library has calculated constituency deprivation figures by taking a 
population-weighted average of the deprivation scores for the LSOAs in 
each constituency.3 (This is not the only method for constructing 
deprivation estimates for constituencies and other approaches may give 
a different set of figures.) 

Based on the Index of Multiple Deprivation 2015, the five most deprived 
constituencies in England were Liverpool, Walton; Birmingham, Hodge 
Hill; Birmingham, Ladywood; Blackley & Broughton; and Nottingham 
North.  

 

 

                                                                                               
3  LSOAs have been matched to constituencies using a best-fit approach. 
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3. Pockets of deprivation 
One drawback to looking at the average level of deprivation in a 
constituency is that it fails to identify constituencies where there are 
some very deprived pockets among areas that are relatively less 
deprived. 

A possible way to get around this is to look at the proportion of LSOAs 
in a constituency that are “highly deprived”, as shown in the map. 
Here, an LSOA is counted as highly deprived if it is one of the 10% most 
deprived in England (although this threshold is subjective and others 
could be used instead). 356 out of 533 constituencies contain at least 
one LSOA that is highly deprived.  

Detailed deprivation maps for each constituency are available via the 
Library’s online tool. 

 

 

https://public.tableau.com/profile/house.of.commons.library.statistics%23!/vizhome/IMD2015_0/Story1
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4. Change in relative deprivation 
The data presented here are from the Indices of Deprivation 2015, 
which updates the Indices of Deprivation 2010. Since the 2015 Indices 
are compiled on the same basis as the 2010 Indices, it is possible to look 
at changes in relative deprivation. The 2010 Indices are largely based on 
data from 2008, while the 2015 Indices mainly use data from 2012/13.  

The map shows which constituencies are ranked higher on the Index of 
Multiple Deprivation 2015 compared to the 2010 Index, and which are 
ranked lower. It does not show which constituencies have become more 
or less deprived in absolute terms; it only shows which are more 
deprived or less deprived relative to other areas. 

Constituencies which have become relatively more deprived include 
many constituencies in the East of England and Kent, while many 
constituencies in London are relatively less deprived. Data for all 
constituencies are included in the accompanying table.  

 

http://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-7327/CBP7327.xlsx
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5. Deprivation data for other 
parts of the UK 

Deprivation statistics are also produced for small areas in Wales, 
Scotland and Northern Ireland although differences in methodology 
mean they are not directly comparable with the deprivation statistics for 
England.  

Statistics for each part of the UK can be accessed at the following links: 

• Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation 2012 
• Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation 2014 
• Northern Ireland Multiple Deprivation Measure 2010 
• English Indices of Deprivation 2015 

Information on similarities and differences between the Indices of 
Deprivation across the UK is published by the Office for National 
Statistics.  

 

 

 

http://simd.scotland.gov.uk/publication-2012/
http://gov.wales/statistics-and-research/welsh-index-multiple-deprivation/?lang=en
http://www.nisra.gov.uk/deprivation/nimdm_2010.htm
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/english-indices-of-deprivation
http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/Info.do?m=0&s=1444214551111&enc=1&page=analysisandguidance/analysisarticles/indices-of-deprivation.htm&nsjs=true&nsck=false&nssvg=false&nswid=1280
http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/Info.do?m=0&s=1444214551111&enc=1&page=analysisandguidance/analysisarticles/indices-of-deprivation.htm&nsjs=true&nsck=false&nssvg=false&nswid=1280
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 About the Library 
The House of Commons Library research service provides MPs and their staff 
with the impartial briefing and evidence base they need to do their work in 
scrutinising Government, proposing legislation, and supporting constituents. 

As well as providing MPs with a confidential service we publish open briefing 
papers, which are available on the Parliament website. 

Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in these publically 
available research briefings is correct at the time of publication. Readers should 
be aware however that briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise 
amended to reflect subsequent changes. 

If you have any comments on our briefings please email papers@parliament.uk. 
Authors are available to discuss the content of this briefing only with Members 
and their staff. 

If you have any general questions about the work of the House of Commons 
you can email hcinfo@parliament.uk. 

Disclaimer 
This information is provided to Members of Parliament in support of their 
parliamentary duties. It is a general briefing only and should not be relied on as 
a substitute for specific advice. The House of Commons or the author(s) shall 
not be liable for any errors or omissions, or for any loss or damage of any kind 
arising from its use, and may remove, vary or amend any information at any 
time without prior notice. 

The House of Commons accepts no responsibility for any references or links to, 
or the content of, information maintained by third parties. This information is 
provided subject to the conditions of the Open Parliament Licence. 
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