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Consultation Response Form 

The closing date for this consultation is: 1 June 2012 

 
Your comments must reach us by that date. 

 

 



THIS FORM IS NOT INTERACTIVE. If you wish to respond electronically please 
use the online facility available on the Department for Education e-consultation 
website (http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations). 

 

Information provided in response to this consultation, including personal information, 
may be subject to publication or disclosure in accordance with the access to information 
regimes, primarily the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and the Data Protection Act 
1998. 

If you want all, or any part, of your response to be treated as confidential, please explain 
why you consider it to be confidential. 

If a request for disclosure of the information you have provided is received, your 
explanation about why you consider it to be confidential will be taken into account, but 
no assurance can be given that confidentiality can be maintained. An automatic 
confidentiality disclaimer generated by your IT system will not, of itself, be regarded as 
binding on the Department. 

The Department will process your personal data (name and address and any other 
identifying material) in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998, and in the 
majority of circumstances, this will mean that your personal data will not be disclosed to 
third parties. 

Please tick if you want us to keep your response confidential. 
 

Reason for confidentiality: 

 

 

 

 

Name 
 

Organisation (if applicable) British Association of Social Work (BASW) 

Address: 16 Kent Street 
Birmingham, B5 6RD 
 



If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact the 
Department on 0370 000 2288 or email 
SSCCSG.CONSULTATION@education.gsi.gov.uk 

If you have a query relating to the consultation process you can contact the CYPFD 
Team by telephone: 0370 000 2288 or via the Department's 'Contact Us' page. 

mailto:SSCCSG.CONSULTATION@education.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.education.gov.uk/help/contactus


PART 1:  About you 

Please indicate one category which best describes you as a respondent: 

      

 
Local authority 

 
Local authority 
representative body  

Commissioner of local 
health services 

 

Local 
employment 
service 

 
Children's centre 
staff  

Voluntary and 
community sector 

 
Private sector 

 
Parent/carer 

 
Health professional 

 
School 

 
Childcare provider X Other 

      

      

      

 

 

Please Specify: 
 

BASW is the UK professional association for social work, led by and 
accountable to a growing population of approximately 14,000 social worker 

members.  Our members work in frontline, management, research and 
academic positions in all social work settings across the UK.  BASW members 
share a collective commitment to those values and principles that will secure 

the best possible outcomes for children and young people, adults, families 
and communities.  

 
 



1 Is the draft revised statutory guidance clear about the legislation that is relevant to 
children's centres? 

 
Clear X Unclear 

 
Not sure 

 

 

Comments: 
 
It would be helpful to have actual hyperlinks on all the identified sections of the 
Childcare Act for ease of reference. 
 
The link to the government legislation site at the bottom of the page is too general.  We 
would prefer to see links embedded in each section or this link to take the reader direct 
to the Childcare Act http://www.legislation.gov.uk/all?title=Childcare%20Act%202006 
 
 
Section 5A – poor grammar, sentence needs revising.  

 

2 Is the draft revised statutory guidance clear about how particular duties should be 
complied with? 

 
Clear 

 
Unclear X Not sure 

 

 

Comments: 
 
Page 3 – “It follows from the statutory definition of a Sure Start Children’s Centre that 
sufficiency of children’s centres is as much about making appropriate and integrated 
services available, as it is about providing premises in particular geographical areas.“ 
 
There is concern that services will be fragmented.  How will local authorities ensure all 
those integrated services acknowledge they form part of children’s centres integrated 
services? 
 
Bottom of Page 3 – what is defined as ‘some activities’ on site?  Is this in all children’s 
centres or only those in disadvantaged areas? 

 

 

 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/all?title=Childcare%20Act%202006


3 Does the guidance give sufficient focus to reducing inequalities? 

X Yes 
 
No 

 
Not sure 

 

 

Comments: 
 
Yes, we believe reducing inequalities is well defined throughout this document.  
However, with such emphasis placed on providing specialist targeted services, i.e. to 
troubled families, we are concerned that this runs the risk of children’s centres losing 
their focus on early intervention and preventative services.  

 

4 Does the guidance help local authorities understand how Sure Start Children's 
Centres can play a key role with families in greatest need of support? 

 
Yes X No 

 
Not sure 

 

 

Comments: 
 
Page 6 - Could/should presumption of closure extend to all children’s centres and not 
just those operating on the site of a maintained nursery school?  This is mentioned at 
the bottom of the page but should be part of the statement above. 
 
Page 6 – “ensure that children’s centres and their services are within reasonable reach 
of all families with young children in urban and rural areas, taking into account distance 
and availability of transport;” – this is an ambiguous statement – who decides what is 
‘reasonable’ particularly taking into account a parent who may have an infant in a pram, 
a toddler in nursery and a child just started school.  How will they be expected to travel 
a ‘reasonable distance’ to access children’s centre services?  Therefore, this needs 
further consideration as to what constitutes ‘reasonable’ 

 

Page 4 – well documented publicity over the past year demonstrates opening times of 
children’s centres has reduced dramatically due to reduced funding rather than ‘meeting 
the needs of families in their areas’.  How will the government ensure this is addressed? 

 
 



5 Are there any changes that should be made to the draft revised statutory 
guidance? Please specify.  

X Yes 
 
No 

 
Not Sure 

 

 

Comments: 
 
As above &: 
 
Page 7, 2nd bullet – again add hyperlinks to the exact page that explains more about 
this particular legislation. 
 
Page 9 – JobCentre Plus (JCP) services must consider delivery of early intervention 
services through children’s centres but in practice this will be difficult.  Following the 
success of the Work Focused Services pilot (2011) which tested whether children’s 
centres could offer an effective means of engaging parents in labour market activity, 
moving them closer to work and ultimately into employment, there has been little 
evidence of JCP starting to organise their services through children’s centres due to in 
part the cut in JCP funding and personnel to support this duty. 
 
 

 

6 If the questions we have asked have not given you the opportunity to make all your 
views known, please use this space to add any further comments you would like to 
make on the Draft Revised Sure Start Children's Centres Statutory Guidance. 

 

Comments: 
 
It is pleasing to see reference to local authorities involving a diverse range of 
organisations that have a track record of supporting families and young children. 
 
Page 7 – “In determining the best arrangements locally to meet local needs, value for 
money and the ability to improve outcomes for all children and families, especially 
families in greatest need of support should be important guiding considerations.”  We 
would prefer to see this sentence revised so that improving outcomes for children is 
viewed as a priority over value for money. 
 
Page 7/8 – we are pleased that the duty on local authorities  to consult relating to 
significant changes to children’s centres is clearly specified in this document. 
 
Page 9 – the sharing of data, particularly between health & local authorities is very 
strong in some areas, for example North East Lincolnshire, however, this is not the case 
everywhere and continues to be an issue within many partnerships.  In this respect, we 
would like to see greater detail and explanation of the legislation around sharing 
information included in this section (see also Troubled Families Framework document 



2012 re. sharing information)  
 
Page 10 – “Local authorities should give consideration to the local childcare market and 
to their duty to secure sufficient childcare, as far as is reasonably practicable, for 
working parents, or parents who are studying or training for employment” – previous 
statutory guidance stipulated childcare being available for each children’s centres in 
30% or less disadvantaged areas as being open 48 weeks of the year, at least 5 days 
per week.  Although not necessarily on site, the childcare needs to be within a 
reasonable distance to enable parents to drop off children at childcare and attend any 
training opportunities within the children’s centre.  Taking away this requirement will 
disadvantage parents in these communities as they will struggle to secure childcare 
near to, or on the centres site, to undertake such activities to achieve in the longer term 
a better quality of life for their family. 
 
Page 14 – Advisory Board representation: 
“Involving more disadvantaged or vulnerable groups requires thought and sensitivity if 
they are to have an active role.  If certain communities are unwilling or unable to 
represent their own views at the advisory board, the children’s centre should ensure 
these families have other opportunities to make their views heard, for example, through 
using outreach support networks or parent forums.” 
 
We believe the above statement could dilute the local authorities/children’s centres 
responsibility to have meaningful parental representation on advisory boards. Sufficient 
commitment should be afforded to a comprehensive strategy of 
marketing/communication/training to fully support parental representation on boards. 
 
Page 15 – we believe ‘all persons’ coming into contact with children and families within 
all centres should have an enhanced CRB check, not just those where childcare takes 
place and this should be explicitly stated in this guidance. 
 
Page 16 – BASW welcomes the suggestion of having a named social worker for each 
children’s centre.  It is vital that these social workers are given the time and the capacity 
by their employers to carry out this role and it should also be recognized as a positive 
enhancement in terms to their existing role in terms of responsibility and professional 
development. 
 

 

 

7 Please let us have your views on responding to this consultation (e.g. the number and 
type of questions, was it easy to find, understand, complete etc.). 



 

Comments: 
 
We initially found it difficult to identify how we could specify our answers to the 
questions in the ‘yes’, ‘no’, ‘not sure’ boxes.   We eventually worked it out!  A ‘checked’/ 
‘not checked’ box would have been easier. 

 



Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to 
acknowledge individual responses unless you place an 'X' in the box below. 

Please acknowledge this reply  

Here at the Department for Education we carry out our research on many different 
topics and consultations. As your views are valuable to us, would it be alright if we were 
to contact you again from time to time either for research or to send through 
consultation documents? 

xYes 
No 

All DfE public consultations are required to conform to the following criteria within the 
Government Code of Practice on Consultation: 

 

Criterion 1: Formal consultation should take place at a stage when there is scope to 
influence the policy outcome. 
 
Criterion 2: Consultations should normally last for at least 12 weeks with consideration 
given to longer timescales where feasible and sensible. 
 
Criterion 3: Consultation documents should be clear about the consultation process, 
what is being proposed, the scope to influence and the expected costs and benefits of 
the proposals. 
 
Criterion 4: Consultation exercises should be designed to be accessible to, and clearly 
targeted at, those people the exercise is intended to reach. 
 
Criterion 5: Keeping the burden of consultation to a minimum is essential if 
consultations are to be effective and if consultees’ buy-in to the process is to be 
obtained. 
 
Criterion 6: Consultation responses should be analysed carefully and clear feedback 
should be provided to participants following the consultation. 
 
Criterion 7: Officials running consultations should seek guidance in how to run an 
effective consultation exercise and share what they have learned from the experience. 

 



If you have any comments on how DfE consultations are conducted, please contact 
Carole Edge, DfE Consultation Co-ordinator, tel: 0370 000 2288 / email: 
carole.edge@education.gsi.gov.uk 

Thank you for taking time to respond to this consultation. 

Completed questionnaires and other responses should be sent to the address shown 
below by 1 June 2012 

Send by post to: CYPFD Team, Department for Education, Floor 1C, Castle View 
House, East Lane, Runcorn, Cheshire, WA7 2GJ. 

Send by e-mail to: SSCCSG.CONSULTATION@education.gsi.gov.uk 

mailto:carole.edge@education.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:SSCCSG.CONSULTATION@education.gsi.gov.uk

