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4 June 2018 

Dear Ruth, Maris,  
 

Social Work England: Government response to SWE consultation on secondary 

legislation 

 

We are writing to inform you that we have today published the Government’s response to the 

consultation on the regulatory framework for the new specialist regulator for social workers in 

England: Social Work England.  

 

As you are aware, the consultation sought views on the policy underpinning the proposed 

secondary legislative framework for Social Work England. Our aim in developing the 

framework is to enable Social Work England to operate in a streamlined, proportionate and 

efficient way, while ensuring public protection. The consultation received 198 responses, with 

43 from organisations representing the social work and care sectors, local authorities, 

unions, charities, education providers and regulatory bodies.  

 

Overall, respondents supported the move towards a profession specific regulator and the 

drive towards greater flexibility and proportionality in the draft regulatory framework. 

Respondents supported the majority of proposals. The main areas of concern focused on the 

provisions relating to fitness to practise processes and the role of government in overseeing 

the regulator. We have carefully considered the feedback and have made a number of 

changes to strengthen the draft regulations. These changes aim to achieve an effective 

balance between ensuring a fair, transparent and robust framework whilst supporting our 

vision to create a regulator that fosters innovation and promotes effective regulation.   

 

Alongside the publication of the government response, the draft regulations have also been 

laid before Parliament today. This commences the Parliamentary scrutiny process. Social 

Work England regulations will come into force when Social Work England takes over the 

regulation of social workers in England from the current regulator, the Health and Care 

Professions Council (subject to successful passage of the regulations through the 

Parliamentary process). 

 



We are delighted to announce that Colum Conway has been appointed as the new Chief 

Executive of Social Work England. Colum is currently Chief Executive of the regulatory body 

for the social work profession and social care workforce in Northern Ireland.  Alongside his 

experience of running a regulator, he has a background in social work and has many years’ 

experience working in senior leadership roles.  We are confident that he will bring a wealth of 

relevant experience to this role and we look forward to working with him, and Social Work 

England’s Chair Lord Patel of Bradford, to make Social Work England a success. 

 

Your support in developing the regulatory framework has been greatly appreciated. We look 

forward to continuing to work in partnership with you to develop and establish Social Work 

England. 

Yours Sincerely 

 

 
 

 

 

Sam Olsen  
Deputy Director, Social Work Reform 
Department for Education 

 

 

Claire Armstrong 
Deputy Director - Professional Regulation 
Department of Health and Social Care 

 


