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18 July 2019 

 
 
Lord Patel of Bradford OBE 
Chair Social Work England  
and  
Mr Colum Conway,    
Chief Executive, Social Work England   
 
Social Work England   
Department for Education/Department of Health   
2 St Paul's Place  
125 Norfolk Street  
Sheffield S1 2FJ  
 
 
 
Dear Lord Patel and Mr Conway,  
 
We are writing in anticipation of the Social Work England Board meeting on 26 July at which 
there is an agenda item to discuss the views of the three organisations we represent 
(BASW, APSW and JUCSWEC), concerning the membership and composition of the Board. 
Given the tight timeframes that the Board, with its considerable agenda has to work to, we 
thought it might be helpful to set out our position as it currently stands with regard to Board 
membership and pose three questions to focus our discussion with the Board and make best 
use of the time we have together.  
 
As our letter to of 9 May 2019 outlined, we are concerned to ensure that Social Work 
England has the confidence of the profession and the public in terms of its current board 
membership. This is in relation to the absence of any social worker registered under the 
existing English regulatory body, the HCPC, or anyone with higher education expertise and 
representing social work in the academy or any one with declared experience of social work 
services. We are aware that the circumstances surrounding the creation of SWE are unique, 
but we wish to challenge the extent to which there is flexibility to address what we identify as 
shortcomings arising from this set of circumstances. We have attached a document outlining 
the characteristics of comparative professional regulatory bodies which underlines the stark 
difference in the composition of the Social Work England Board. In light of these evident 
disparities we would appreciate our conversation with the Board focusing on the following 
three questions: 
 

1. What are the views of the Board with regard to its representativeness and the extent 
to which it encompasses the necessary expertise for good decision making? 

2. What does the Board believe needs to happen for its membership to be expanded to 
include better representation of the social work profession (practice sector) and 
discipline (HEI sector)? 

3. How does the Board account for the differences in regulatory body constituency as 
outlined in the attached document? 
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We look forward to engaging in a constructive discussion with the Board. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
  

  
Anna Gupta, Chair APSW  

  

  

  
  

  

Andy Gill, Chair BASW England  

  

  

  
Janet Melville-Wiseman, Chair JUCSWEC  
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