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Part 1: The Appointment and Functions of Independent Child Trafficking Guardians

1  The appointment of an independent child trafficking guardian

Yes

Please expand on your answer if you wish to.:

The Scottish Association of Social Work (SASW) - part of BASW UK - is the largest professional association for social workers in Scotland. We’re here to promote

the best possible social work services for all people who may need them, while also securing the well-being of social workers. We welcome the opportunity to

respond to this consultation, given that there is likely to be interaction between International Child Trafficking Guardian's and social workers in multi-agency

settings.

SASW agrees with the proposal on the basis that the procurement process is as transparent as possible to ensure it is fair and open to criticism.

2  The termination of that appointment

Yes

Please expand on your answer if you wish to.:

SASW agrees with the proposal, but feels it is important that in the event that an ICTG appointment is terminated, or there are unforeseen circumstances which

result in an ICTG not being available, that steps are taken to ensure there are no gaps in support.

Given the lack of stability the young person will have experienced - and the relationship that the ICTG should have formed with them - it is important that this

support remains a constant for them, that they are given an opportunity to build a relationship with a new ICTG quickly, and that any terminations of appointment

are clearly explained. An abrupt end of support or failure to effectively support a young person through a transition to a new ICTG could risk re-traumatizing them.

3  The conditions (including training, qualifications and experience) to be satisfied by a person to be eligible for that appointment

Yes

What other ‘relevant related qualification’ should be considered?:

SASW agrees with the qualifications outlined in the consultation document, including an OISC Level 2 and a relevant related qualification in working with children,

Professional Qualification to SCQF Level 8 (HND level). It is also essential that Guardians are trained in the impact of complex trauma on children and young

people.

Guardians should be viewed in the same vein as those working in child protection, but must also be able to provide specialist immigration, asylum and trafficking

advice – and detailed understanding of legislation - to children and young people.

Yes

Is there any other experience or training that should be a requirement for an independent child trafficking guardian?:

SASW agrees with the above requirements for experience. It is essential that those wishing to be ICTG's have intensive training on areas that they are unsure of

to ensure the children and young people who have experienced trafficking are not re-traumatized and receive the best possible support.

Yes

Are there any other checks that an independent child trafficking guardian should undergo?:

Yes we agree with the requirements.

4  The payments to be made to, or in respect to the role of, an independent child trafficking guardian

Yes

If not, what approach would you propose?:

SASW agrees with this proposal, provided the process is transparent and setting of salary clearly explained, and bench-marked against similar roles.

5  The functions of an independent child trafficking guardian

Yes

Are there any that you would add to or remove from the list? If so, what are they?: 

SASW agrees with the functions but feels that there are certain functions that have been omitted and should be included. These include; Advocacy, Asylum and 

Support. 

 

Advocacy: Independent Child Trafficking Guardians should serve an advocacy function to the children and young people they support, empowering them to make



decisions for themselves, and supporting them to understand and access their rights and entitlements. It is essential that the voice and opinion of children and

young people is heard in all decision that affects them. Advocacy is a crucial part of achieving this and should be reflected as such in the statutory functions. 

 

Asylum: SASW believe that, as well as a key function of the guardian to support children and young people through ‘immigration processes’, and the referral

mechanisms for the identification of trafficking, the function should be extended to support them through the process of seeking asylum. Therefore, as outlined

above, it is crucial that Guardians have specific knowledge and functions relating to asylum and refugee protection. 

 

Support: ICTG’s should invest time and effort in supporting children and young people to understand what is happening to them, and to help make things stable

and predictable in an unpredictable environment. Through trusted, respectful relationships, built on a foundation of support, Guardians should be able to help

children and young people navigate complex processes, understand what’s going on around them, and feel safe enough to talk about traumatic experiences. 

6  Record Keeping

What records should be kept about the ICTG (for example, records on employment; relevant training)? (Data protection principles as set out in the

relevant data protection laws must be adhered to by the ICTG Service, individuals appointed and service users at all times as with any other public

service):

7  Vulnerable young people over 18

Yes

Are there other circumstances in which the ICTG may continue to act for a person after they are no longer a child that should be considered?:

SASW agrees with the proposals that a young person should continue to receive support from an ICTG after the age of 18, in line with existing Continuing Care

and Aftercare provisions, meaning they should be entitled to support up until the age of 26.

SASW believes a child rights approach to supporting unaccompanied young people who remain in Scotland beyond 18 must recognise that they are still care

experienced, and therefore, entitled to the same support as other care experienced young people in Scotland. Significant changes in a young persons’ life can

make them particularly vulnerable to exploitation, or even re-trafficking, making the continuation of this support even more imperative.

Receiving some form of leave to remain does not automatically mean that children or young people feel fully settled, safe and secure in Scotland. Therefore, its

important that support continues before, during and after a young person receives it.

Part 2: Guidance

8  Support for victims of child trafficking

What are some of the additional support measures that a child trafficking guardian could provide, or facilitate provision of, to best support trafficked

children?:

SASW believes the ICTG should facilitate peer to peer support for victims to help them link in with other people who are like them, as well as community

integration.

9  Support to prevent re-trafficking

What additional support, if any, could the child trafficking guardian provide to minimize the risk of vulnerable young people being re-trafficked?:

As above, SASW believe that peer to peer support/peer mentoring, and facilitating a network of support here in Scotland and educating children and young

people to identify the signs and signpost them to appropriate services if they have concerns.

10  Appeal Rights Exhausted

What support for Appeal Rights Exhausted children and young people would you propose that an ICTG provide, and what additional support

arrangements (if any) could be put in place to help the ICTG provide that support?:

There is an existing duty on local authorities under the Children and Young People (Scotland) Act 2014 to support children in need, therefore Appeal Rights

Exhausted children and young people should have their needs met as long as they are living in Scotland, supported by the ICTG who will ensure that this is

happening.

11  Data Sharing

What information needs to be shared between the statutory professionals supporting the child/young person and the independent child trafficking

guardian (whilst adhering to data protection and other information sharing principles)?:

All necessary information as set out in GIRFEC and information where consent to sharing has been given by the child/young person.

12  Conduct

In the event that it is necessary for a complaint or grievance to be made about a child trafficking guardian, what procedures and processes should the

service provider have in place to ensure accountability and quality improvement of the ICTGs and the service?:

The service provider should have transparent complaints procedures in place and ensure ICTGs have training opportunities to meet identified needs.
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Evaluation

Please help us improve our consultations by answering the questions below. (Responses to the evaluation will not be published.)

Matrix 1 - How satisfied were you with this consultation?:

Slightly satisfied

Please enter comments here.:

Matrix 1 - How would you rate your satisfaction with using this platform (Citizen Space) to respond to this consultation?:

Slightly satisfied
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