
BASW England 80:20 Conference 

in Partnership with the University of Sussex’s Talking and Listening to Children KITBAG Campaign
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NB This is a draft Programme and subject to change 

Refreshments and Networking

Introductions, Maris Stratulis National Manager, BASW England 

Key Note from Gillian Ruch University of Sussex:  Professor Gillian Ruch will be sharing the findings from the 'Talking and 

Listening to Children' Campaign.  Little is known about how social workers communicate with children in their everyday 

practice. This research focuses on the routine communication between social workers and children.  It aims to generate new 

knowledge that will enhance social work education, practice and policy. In doing so, we hope the research will improve 

children’s experiences of social work practice. The research uses ethnography and video stimulated recall sessions with 

children and social workers.

Refreshments and Networking 

First Workshop (KITBAG in practice): Joanie Robins, the KITBAG champion for Children 1st (Scottish equivalent of NSPCC) 

will deliver the KITBAG workshop. Joan can share powerful examples of the Kitbag's effectiveness in school and individual 

settings.  

Lunch and Networking

The Family Rights Group on the Importance of Relationships: Parents with lived experience of working with childrens' 

services will hold a panel discussion on how their relationship with their social worker shaped their experience.  The panel will 

be chaired by Cathy Ashley from the Family Rights Group who will also feedback from the Care Crisis Review. 

Refreshments and Networking 

Supporting Relationship Based Practice in Local Authority: Tom Stibbs PSW Brighton and Hove and Dr. Jane Herd 

Consultant from CFSWP discuss how local authorities have implemented changes to practice to support social workers to build 

relationships with families that help create positive change.

Summary and Closing: Professor Gillian Ruch/Dr. Jane Herd/Cathy Ashley

Goodbyes and Close


